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Subscribe to the new GGCC
1Year: $15.00
A major innovation was Don
Daber’s 1961 creation of Green
Capsule Comments (GCC).
(After the 1976 merger GCC
was renamed Gold Capsule
Comments). This innovative
newsletter became the
cornerstone of the Optimists’
championship calibre
communications and was
published regularly until 1978
when the Optimists disbanded.

Today we have a new organization
with links to the past and a vision of
the future. We proudly represent the
best of Canadian drum corps with
members from the Toronto
Optimists, the Seneca Optimists and
over 40 different Canadian drum
corps! GCC has been revived as a
vehicle to communicate with both our immediate
and our extended family. Within our quarterly
publication you'll find “something old, something
new, something borrowed, and something ah,
green and gold?”

CUT HERE

In 2003 a decision was reached to begin an Alumni Corps,

a message went out that we were looking for members and

we had a chance to see who was in our family. While, former

members of Opti Corps, the Toronto Optimists and the

Seneca Optimists responded, a great many who answered

that call had never been Optimists. The unifying force was a

love of drum corps and the

friendships we had made.

Each of us is part of the

extended drum corps

family we started building

so many years ago! Of

course, most of us hadn’t

touched an instrument in

years so we really had to

revisit those lessons that

we were taught in our all too distant past! And it’s been fun –

because our hearts are pure drum corps!

I was curious about the breadth of our family so I did some

research to see where our members have come from. At this

point the Optimists Alumni has, or had, members from

48 different drum corps! Our website contains the names of

those corps as well as other historical material and photos.

I offer my apologies for any corps I have missed. Below are

photos of many of these Corps.

In closing I would say that this corps is a living testament to

the enduring lessons we learned and the friendships we

formed while we were young. By Bob Carell

We couldn’t work well together if we held on to the anger

and resentment that can surface in almost every relationship

so we learned to accept the foibles of others and deal with

those situations that our discrimination determined to be

important.

Memorizing music and performing a drill while playing in

an ensemble can be a real challenge but it certainly teaches

multi-tasking, concentration and how to work together!

We improved by learning to recognize our weaknesses and

finding solutions. Setting long term goals taught us that some

objectives could only be reached with a lot of work over an

extended period of time.

Through all of this we developed a sense of family, respect

and caring for others. And enduring friendships – friendships

not just with those in our own corps but friendships with our

competitors. Many of those friendships have endured for all

of the 51 years of the Optimists.
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THE BEGINNINGS

OF THE OPTIMISTS ALUMNI

T
HERE ARE DIFFERENT ways to talk about the

beginnings of our corps. One approach would be to

talk about historical data, giving dates, names, etc.;

however, our website already contains that information. This

story talks about the values, the personal pride, dedication

and sense of family that was instilled in the hearts of its

corps members.

A few decades ago there were organizations dedicated to

working with youth. In the United States, we find the VFW

(Veterans of Foreign Wars), the AL (American Legion) and

the CYO (the Catholic Youth Organization). In Canada much

of this work was done by military cadet groups and by

various fraternal organizations. Among these were the Lions

Club, the Sertoma Club and the Optimists Club. Each of

these groups worked to help and serve the youth who lived in

their community. Some of these organizations created

drum and bugle corps as a way of working with those in their

community. The Optimists began when the Downtown

Toronto Optimist Club chose to sponsor a drum corps

composed of soon-to-be overage Boy Scouts.

You might ask yourself “Why a drum corps?” One of the

goals of all of these groups was to prepare the youth for life.

They did this by helping to bring out the best in each

individual. Drum corps is an excellent vehicle for doing that.

In drum corps we learned to be proud of ourselves and proud

of our corps. We learned skills and how our individual skills

could be put together to create something that was beautiful

and gave pleasure to others. We learned about dedication to

a goal and how to work together to manifest that goal,

creating something bigger than any of us. In order to do that

we often had to set aside some of our personal desires.

Success of a corps depends not only on working hard to

develop our own skills but in helping others overcome their

limitations. And by accepting their assistance in dealing with

ours. Truly “Esprit de Corps”.

Opti-Corps, 1956

Al Miller, Mhairi Cumming and Debbi

Lapointe at the 2003 reunion.

Toronto Optimists, 1964
Seneca Optimists, 1978

Toronto Optimists on the bus,

1959. Probably taken just before

crossing the US border.

Seneca Optimists on the bus, 1978.

Probably taken just after crossing

the US border.

Cadet Lancers
Canadian Commanders

De La Salle

Dennis Morris Majestics

Ambassadors

Etobicoke Crusaders
Grantham Police Boys Band Guelph Opti Knights

Guelph Royalaires

Dutch Boy

Jesters

Jolly Jesters
Kingston/Belleville

Grenadier Yardmen

LaSalle Cadets

Hamilton Conquer

Les Diplomates
London Midlanders

Oakland Crusaders
Oakville-Trafalger

Patrolmen

Leaside Lions

Rochester Crusaders
Scarborough Firefighters

Seneca Optimists
Seneca Princemen

Preston Scout House

Sudbury Blue Saints
Toronto Signals

Western Technical School York Lions

Merritton Buccaneers
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REMEMBER WHEN

I
T’S GOING TO be tough not to make this piece the

ramblings of an old man. I don’t much like the moniker

old man – but I was reminded of it recently when I

mentioned to someone that my time in drum corps spanned

more than 55 years and the response was ‘wow… you’re a

fossil’ I just couldn’t resist checking the thesaurus for ‘fossil’

and much to my chagrin found ‘relic,’ ‘remnant’ and ‘vestige.’

See, I digress already but you can be sure I don’t feel like

any of those ‘names.’ So let’s move on with my early

recollections of Drum Corps and what my involvement has

meant to me for more than half century.

Recently someone started a ‘thread’ on the Grantham Police

Boys Drum & Bugle Corps website exploring the impact that

drum corps has had on our lives. Certainly, my involvement

has played a major role in shaping my life. I vividly

remember the beginnings of Grantham – that first rehearsal

at Maywood School in St. Catharines with us kids lined up

out the door to try out (just to separate drummers from horn

players). I was recruited to join the band by a neighbour of

my aunt. This neighbour turned out to be Charlie Hill, our

original Band Master, who

studied under John Phillip

Sousa.

My years in Grantham were

some of the happiest and fun

times I can remember. The

friends I made, my ability to

play an instrument, and the

importance of being part of a

team effort all helped shape

my principles and values.

None of us were ‘superstars’

in those early days but as a

Team we began to excel. At

that time there were more

than 15 Trumpet Bands

flourishing just in the Niagara

district. The name trumpet

band reflects the military and

law enforcement affiliations

typical of our early

beginnings.

In the early 60s a lot of the

Grantham Boys ended up

marching with the Toronto

Optimists. It was there that

I first met a man by the name

of Barry Bell. Barry was the

horn instructor for the

Optimists. He is a member of

the Drum Corps Hall of

Fame and still marches today

with the Optimists Alumni Drum & Bugle Corps. The

Optimists under Barry Bell’s tutelage and example taught me

a lifetime work ethic to strive to be the best in all that I do.

The last three years saw the realization of a youthful dream

to be a member of the Hawthorne Caballeros Alumni Drum

& Bugle Corps. It was there that I learned the importance of

the Drum Corps family. The Caballeros are truly a ‘family.’

From the youngest and newest member of the Caballeros all-

age competing corps to the oldest and most experienced

veteran of the Alumni Corps they are all members of the

Cabs Family. This spirit is undoubtedly one of the most

significant contributing factors to their perennial success.

I could stop right here! But I ask your indulgence to allow

me the opportunity to pay a special tribute to my very dear

friend Gary Dersham. I met Gary, who played contra beside

me for two years, in Lewisburg Pennsylvania following a

Cabs appearance at a Bucknell University Football Game.

Gary approached Corps Director, Peter Bishop to share his

life-long dream to be a member of the Caballero

organization. He did not play an instrument nor did he have

any marching experience but, he was willing to work hard.

He was given a chance and Gary learned to play contra bass

with the help of his wife Joan who plays baritone with

the Cabs.

Gary also engaged a music major at Susquehanna University

and spent many hours working on rhythm, timing and

reading music. During Wildwood Camp weekend, you could

Grantham Police Boys Drum & Bugle Corps, late 1950s

Rick Robida, Ron Prokop, Fred Lombard and Joe Palanica, 1963

The Optimists Alumni photographed at The DCI Alumni Drum Corps Spectacular in Rochester, New York. September 6, 2009. Photo: Jolesch Photography

Continued next page

– 1 –

IT’S BACK!
IN THE EARLY 60s Don Daber burst onto the scene with an

explosion of creative art and singlehandedly changed the way we viewed

Canadian Drum Corps. Quickly his distinctive line drawings, photographs

and montages appeared at the highest levels of the North America Drum

Corps movement. Who can forget the record

jackets, buttons, crests, souvenirs, programs,

cartoons, logos and maps?

But for many in the Optimists organization, the

crowning achievement was Don’s 1961 creation

of Green Capsule Comments (GCC). (Note: after

the 1976 merger GCC was renamed Gold

Capsule Comments). This innovative newsletter became the cornerstone

of the Optimists’ championship caliber communications and was

published regularly until 1978 when the Optimists vanished from the

competitive field. Gone but not forgotten.

Now in 2010 we plan to revive GCC with a twist. Because about half

of Optimists Alumni members never performed with the original Corps,

we have something akin to a melting pot. You might say a marriage. Our

newest members bring to the table the proud customs and values from

many other drum corps traditions. In keeping with this reality, G&GCC

promises to deliver “something old, something new, something borrowed,

and something… ah, green?”

Enjoy this inaugural issue of Green&Gold Capsule Comments.

Director’s corner

GREETINGS TO ALL on this special occasion marking the

rebirth of Green & Gold Capsule Comments (GGCC). Enough has been

said already about the beginnings of this long standing Optimists’ tradition

but it would be remiss on my part not to again offer our thanks to Don

Daber who started this wonderful publication in

1961. It is my fervent hope that we can sustain

the momentum and continue the fine work of Don

and those who followed.

I can’t tell you what an honour and thrill it has

been for me to become the Corps Director of

the Optimists Alumni Drum & Bugle Corps.

I appreciate the faith that has been placed in me

and our very capable Management Committee.

The following are the Members who were elected at the Corps’ Annual

General Meeting (AGM) which was held in September.

Continued on page 2Rick Robida, Corps Director

Don Daber circa 1963
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DIRECTOR’S CORNER

By Rick Robida.

CANADIAN DRUM CORPS

REVIVAL By Paul Thompson. Rivalries

from the 50s through to the 70s meant

competition separated us. In today’s climate,

camaraderie binds us together.

2010 SCHEDULE

LOOKING FORWARD TO THE

2010 SEASON By Gord Brown. 2010

offers not 1, not 2, but 3 highlight reel shows!

THE BEGINNINGS OF THE

OPTIMISTS ALUMNI By Bob Carell.

The values, the personal pride, dedication and

sense of family that was instilled in the hearts

of its Corps members.

REMEMBER WHEN By Rick Robida.

A brief look back on Rick’s involvement in

Drum Corps.

IN THE DRIVER’S SEAT

By David Johns.

DIFFERENCES Author unknown, but

saluted. Differences between modern junior

drum corps and alumni drum corps.

SIGNATURE SONG SERIES

By Paul Thompson. This series will provide

in-depth background for some of the songs

we’ll be playing in 2010.

DO YOU KNOW? By David Johns.

REPERTOIRE By Joe Gianna.

MAKING IT SOUND SO GOOD

By Paul Thompson. In true Optimists tradition

we have engaged the finest talent available.

SADIE MAU MAU An article reprinted

from 1962 celebrating the end of the Christmas

parade season.
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